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CASA FELIZ 
A Newsletter from the Friends of Casa Feliz

SEEKING TRUTH ON PRESERVATION: 
A PANEL OF EXPERTS 
October 29, 5:30 - 7pm 

It can seem a hollow exercise to argue historic preservation in theory: some 
people say it’s good for property values, others say it hurts them.  Some folks 
think voluntary preservation is effective; others equate optional preservation with 
open season on historic structures. 
 
For the answers to these and other preservation quandaries, the Friends of Casa 
Feliz will join with Winter Park Voice to co-sponsor “WORTH 
PROTECTING? Historic Preservation -- Reports from the Front Lines...A 
Panel Discussion.”  This special edition of the Casa Feliz Parlor Series will be held 
offsite, at the Winter Park Community Center, in order to accommodate a larger 
audience. The discussion will begin at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 29, and will 
be moderated by Beth Kassab, award-winning columnist of the Orlando Sentinel. 

The panel will feature some of the foremost experts on historic preservation in 
Florida.  Rick Gonzalez, AIA, is the President of REG Architects in West Palm 
Beach.  Gonzalez is the immediate past chairman of the Florida Trust for 
Historic Preservation and an accomplished preservation architect.  His resume 
includes the restoration of  Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago Club and the 1916 
Palm Beach County Courthouse. 

Kathleen Slesnick Kauffman is Preservation Chief of Miami Dade County, where 
she oversees 127 individually designated sites, 43 archeological sites and zones 
and 5 historic districts, and the 24 municipalities within the county that don’t 
have their own ordinance. She has served as the executive director of the Florida 
Trust and as the Historic Preservation Officer in Fort Pierce and Lake Park. 

Christine Dalton, AICP, is the Community Planner and Historic Preservation 
Officer for the City of Sanford.   She is an adjunct professor at Rollins College, 
where she teaches Introduction to Historic Preservation.  

Be sure and join us for this stimulating discussion. RSVP to casarsvp@gmail.com. 
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FELIZ ANNIVERSARIO 

Longtime supporters and new friends gathered on Sunday, 
March 15, for a celebration of the 10 Year Anniversary of the 
Casa Feliz Historic Home Museum.   

In March 2005, the museum opened its doors to throngs of 
well-wishers, who had watched the house creep across 
Interlachen Avenue in late 2001, to be followed by over 3 
years of arduous restorations.  "There were times during the 
restoration, when donations would ebb and flow, when we 
wondered whether we'd ever reach this milestone," said Frank 
Roark, emeritus board member and the contractor who 
oversaw the restorations.  "The years of struggle makes this 
celebration doubly gratifying.” 

All doubts were well in the past during the recent celebration, 
as the museum toasted a decade of successful community 
programming, preservation advocacy, and hundreds of 
weddings and parties that have taken place on the grounds.  

The afternoon open house featured the Don Soledad Group, a 
flamenco trio, playing on the front lawn, docent-led tours, and 
cake and lemonade for all comers. That evening, Casa donors 
enjoyed a spectacular anniversary dinner—Arthur’s Catering, 
Connie Duglin Linens, Lee Forrest Florals and Kaleidoscope 
Lighting all donated their services for the celebration. 

The highlight of the evening was the announcement of the 
creation of the Casa Feliz Endowment Fund and the Jack and 
Peggy Rogers Honorary Fund. (see page 4) 
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An Open Letter to the Citizens of Winter Park 
from the Board of Directors of Casa Feliz	  

Dear Friends of Preservation, 
  
In recent years, Winter Park’s historic preservation ordinance has been the topic of much 
political debate.  As the end of 2015 approaches, we are poised to make real and 
meaningful changes to our ordinance--changes that would help Winter Park preserve 
more of its valued historic assets.  At its November 9, 2015 meeting, the Winter Park 
City Commission will make the final determination on whether to strengthen the city’s 
ordinance, and by how much.   
  
For the past two years, a broad-based citizens’ group has been studying the ordinance, 
and formulating recommendations that represent a compromise between the public 
goods of historic preservation and private property rights.  The group was convened by 
corporate attorney Frank Hamner and included architect Jeffrey Blydenburgh, land use 
attorney Dykes Everett, realtor Scott Hillman, landscape architect Stephen Pategas and 
Casa Feliz executive director Betsy Owens. We, the Board of Directors of the Friends of 
Casa Feliz, believe that the citizens’ group’s recommendations should be adopted by the 
City Commission:  
  

• Historic Districts:  Lower the threshold for the formation of a historic district to a 
simple majority of property owners in the proposed district voting in favor. 

• Demolitions:  When a property owner applies for a demolition permit for a home 
that is over 65 years old that meets the qualifications for the National Register for 
Historic Places, the HPB should be empowered to recommend a 60-day demolition 
delay to allow time for the community to propose solutions to save the resource, or at 
least to salvage the historic elements of the structure.  

• Board Qualifications: that the HPB of 7 regular members and 1 alternate must 
include one registered architect, one person with a demonstrated knowledge of Winter 
Park history, and one person who lives in a designated historic home or historic 
district. 

At its September meeting, the City’s Historic Preservation Board voted to accept the 
board qualifications recommendation and a modified version of demolition 
recommendation, but to advance a policy on district formation that would require 58% of 
the property owners in the proposed district to vote in favor.  While this may sound 
equitable on its face, under such a policy, it would still be more difficult to form a historic 
district in Winter Park than in any other city with a preservation ordinance in Florida.  
Given that overall voter turnout typically hovers around 30%, requiring 58% of all 
residents in a neighborhood to vote in favor of a proposal is an unreasonable threshold, 
particularly because other city matters are decided by a simple majority vote.  Because the 
city has seen a number of its historic neighborhoods damaged by demolitions and 
inappropriate infill, the City Commission must act decisively to preserve the 
neighborhoods that remain. More information on the nuances of this issue can be found 
on the Casa Feliz blog, Preservation Winter Park.  
  
We urge you to make your voice heard by attending the November 9, 2015 city 
commission meeting at 3:30 p.m., and speaking in favor of a strengthened historic 
preservation ordinance. If you are unable to make the meeting, please contact the 
Commission at mayorandcommissioners@cityofwinterpark.org and tell them that you are 
in favor of the citizen’s committee recommendations. 
  
Thank you for joining us in supporting historic preservation in Winter Park. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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CASA FELIZ ENDOWMENT, ROGERS FUND CREATED 

By Bill Deuchler, Board Treasurer 

Casa Feliz takes history, establishes it in the present and actually 
informs the future.   By its very presence, it is a testimony to the 
value of historic preservation as well over 100,000 people have 
walked through its gardens, entryways and rooms to enjoy and 
savor a bit of the past today.   

Casa Feliz is more than a historical artifact or museum.  It is a 
home where memories were made and where memories are being 

made – the richness of the architecture and the craftsmanship of the 
building serve as a beacon showing that not only should other historically significant buildings be 
preserved but that beauty and quality enhance a community and that these qualities should be 
valued in homes yet to be built.   

Indeed, those who have been associated with Casa Feliz form the beginning to today have exercised 
great stewardship in so many ways to preserve, for the present and future, all that Casa Feliz 
represents.   

In that regard, I’m pleased to announce that the Board of the Friends of Casa Feliz has taken a very 
significant step to help preserve and promote the future of Casa Feliz by establishing an 
endowment to serve as a perpetual resource for the preservation of not only the building but the 
activities and spirit of Casa Feliz. 

In particular, careful stewardship of funds donated to and generated from the activities of Casa Feliz 
over these past 10 years has enabled the Board to seed the endowment with the sum of $100,000.    

Further, we acknowledge that without the tireless dedication of time, talent and treasure by Jack and 
Peggy Rogers, Casa Feliz would not be here today.  In recognition of their efforts and heart, the 
Board has also established the first named fund within the endowment as the Jack and Peggy 
Rogers Honorary Fund.  We have allocated $50,000 of the initial $100,000, to this fund.   

Our goal for the endowment is to reach at least $1,000,000, to produce an annual income of 
$50,000 for the maintenance of this treasured community asset. We hope that people whose lives 
have been touched by Casa Feliz will consider a special gift to either the endowment or the Rogers 
Honorary Fund.  If you are interested in including the Casa Feliz endowment in your estate 
planning, or in making a special gift to the fund, please contact Executive Director Betsy Owens at 
bowens@casafeliz.us or by calling 407-463-0256.   
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 THE FRIENDS OF CASA FELIZ INVITE 

YOU TO JOIN US 

Support historic preservation in our community! 
Our annual membership solicitation is mailed 
each November, but you can short circuit the 
process by completing and mailing the form 
below or giving online at casafeliz.us/friends-of-
casa-feliz. Thank you for your support! 

“MUSIC AT THE CASA” 
SUNDAY OPEN HOUSE, 12-3PM 
Members of the public are invited to visit our 
historic home museum on a Sunday afternoon from 
12 to 3 pm, listen to live music and take a tour of 
our historic home museum and the James Gamble 
Rogers II Studio by trained docents. This event is 
free to the public, but donations are gladly accepted.  
 
10 18 15 - Mike Bloomer Cello 
10 25 15 - Don Soledad Flamenco 
11 01 15 - Olde Noyse Chamber Music  
11 08 15 - Beautiful Music 
11 15 15 - Nik & Reema “Siren Sea”  
11 22 15 - Catherine Way Harpist 
11 29 15 - Matt Festa & Michele Mailhot  
12 06 15 - Brian Hayes Classical Guitar  
12 13 15 - Theresa Smith-Levin Soprano  
12 20 15 - Alborea Dances Flamenco 
12 27 15 - Closed for the Holidays 

Nik & Reema “Siren Sea”

2015-2016 
FRIENDS PLEDGE CARD 

Please provide the following information: 
Name(s): ________________________________ 
Address:  ________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ 
E-mail:  _________________________________ 

(It is important that we have your current 
email address as we send most communications 

this way. We do not share our e-mail list.) 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES FOR NEW 

AND RENEWING MEMBERS 

Terra Cotta ($100 - $199) Amount: ___________ 
 
Andalusia ($200 - $499) Amount:  ____________ 
 
Majolica ($500 - $999) Amount:  _____________ 
 
Architect’s Circle ($1000 +) Amount:  _________ 
Other:  __________________________________ 
Method of Payment: 

❑ I have enclosed a check made payable to 
“Friends of Casa Feliz” 
❑ Please charge my contribution of
$________ to my Visa or MasterCard: 

Card Number: ____________________________ 
Name on Card:  ___________________________ 
Expiration: ___________________________________ 
Billing Zip Code:   _____________________________ 
 
Kindly return this form to P.O. Box 591, Winter Park, 
FL 32790. Thank you for your support! 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR 
ORGANIZATION CH22311 MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE  1 – 
800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 100% OF YOUR DONATION WILL BE 
RECEIVED BY FRIENDS OF CASA FELIZ.
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Come celebrate the Holidays with Casa 
Feliz!  Our sixth annual holiday open house, 
“Christmas at the Casa,” will take place 
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 from 6:00 to 
8:30 p.m.  The event is sponsored through a 
generous grant from Commerce National 
Bank and Trust in Winter Park.  As in years 
past, guests can have photos taken with 
Santa, enjoy hot cocoa and cookies, admire 
the beautiful Christmas decorations at Casa 
Feliz (courtesy of Lee Forrest Design), and 
enjoy a quartet of Dickensian 
Carolers.There is no charge to attend 
“Christmas at the Casa,” but a donation of 
$2 per person, or $5 per family is suggested.  Professional photos with 
Santa will be taken by Jen Adams Photography.  The cost for unlimited 
digital access to the photo, uploading and printing rights, is $5. For 
additional information, contact Betsy Owens at 407-628-8196, or 
bowens@casaeliz.us.
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